
 

 Year 5: Rich Text and Reading for Pleasure Curriculum 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

C
la

s
s

 R
e

a
d

e
r 

Holes by Louis 
Sachar 

 
Themes: 

Crime and 
punishment. 
Equality and 
Diversity - 
Racism 

 
Letters from a 

lighthouse – Emma 
Carroll 

 
Themes: WW2 

Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory – 

Roald Dahl 
 

 
 

Themes: Poverty 
 
 

 
Themes: Linked to fairtrade 
chocolate. 

 
Secrets of a Sun King 
by Emma Carroll 
Themes: Ancient 
Egyptians  

 

 
 Wonder by RJ Palacio 
 
Themes: Disability 
and equality, bullying, 
self-esteem 
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Holes by Louis 
Sachar 
 

Letters from a 
Lighthouse – Emma 
Carroll 

 
 
Uncle Montague’s – 
Tales of Terror – 
Chris Priestly  

 

 

 
 By Charlotte Gullivan and Yuval 

Zommer 
 

 
Curiosity by Markus Motum  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
By Joe Todd Stanton 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

By Shirley Climo 
and Ruth Heller  



N
o

n
-F

Ic
ti

o
n

 

 The Blue Whale – 
Sir David 
Attenborough 
(Science) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Computing)  

By Libby  
 

 
Simon Bartman 

 
(Computing) 
 

 
River Story – Meredith 
Hooper and Bee Wiley 
Links: Geography 

 

 
 

Why water’s worth it 
– Lori Harrison 

 
Links: 

Geography/Pollutio
n and conserving 

water  
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National 
Poetry Day 
Celebration 
 

Strict by 
Michael 
Rosen 
 

 
 

 The Highway Man by Alfred 
Noyes  
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I Go Quiet – David 
Quimet  
 
Themes: 
Neurodiversity  
 
 
 
 

 
Graphic Novel – The 
Breadwinner – 
Deborah Ellis 
 
Themes: Gender 
equality  

 
(Computing) 
 

 Links to 
slavery and Fairtrade. African-
American family.  
 

 
Themes: Equality and diversity – 
women in space. 
 
 

 
Amazing Muslims who 
changed the world by 

Burhana Islam  
Themes: Islam and 

diversity  
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  Carmen Opera –  
Bizet 
(Adapted for Children 
by Royal Opera 
House) 
 

 

 Shakespeare Play TBC  
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  World Book Day  

 
By Clive Clifford and Dan 

Schlitzkus 
 

 
 

 

 
(Fiction - computing) 

 
 

Egyptology by 
Dugald Steer 

  

Please note any of these books may be changed depending on context of class or new book releases.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


