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                                                                                                                                                                                              April 2026
Hedgehogs Summer Newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers,
The children have settled nicely back into school after a long Easter break and many of them are already excited about our new learning this term.

Our Topics
Our Geography topic for term 5 is: ‘What is it like to live in Shanghai?’ We will explore the human and physical features of our local area and draw a sketch map. We will also name and locate continents on a world map. We will then go on to look at the features of a non-European country and to answer our key topic question we will compare Shanghai to our local area. In English we will explore the lives of seven children around the world in the book This Is How We Do It and we will compare their lives to our own, looking at similarities and differences. We will then read the Magic Paintbrush and write our own version of the story. In Term 6 our history topic will be ‘How have explorers changed the world.’ Please see attached the topic web with ideas about our learning for term 5 and key vocabulary.

Phonics Screening

As many of you are aware, the children will be completing a phonics screening check in June this year. The screening will take place in the week commencing 8th June 2026 and will be completed at school. The children will not be aware that they are taking this as they often come out of class to do 1-1 phonics work with the teacher or teaching assistant. There is some information on Google Classroom for you if you want further details. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

PE
PE sessions will continue to be on a Monday and Wednesday.  Please ensure your child arrives wearing their PE kits on these days. With the warmer weather approaching, it is essential that your child has a water bottle, a sun hat and sun cream with them. Please teach your child how to apply this themselves as we are unable to help them with this.

Reading

We will continue to give your child a book based on their current reading level every week, following our Little Wandle reading scheme. They will need to bring their reading folders into school with them every day. Please listen to your child reading regularly to help support their progress in reading. In the classroom, we aim to listen to your child reading individually at least once a week and also in a group twice a week. 

If you have any concerns or need to get in touch, please email me or the school office.
Thank you for your support,

Emily Faull
emilyf@wivelsfield.e-sussex.sch.uk
