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   January 2026

Hedgehogs Spring Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,
Happy New Year to you all! We hope you had a good break and it has been lovely to welcome the children back in for the Spring Term. We are delighted to be joined by Mrs Walsh who is our class teaching assistant for the rest of the school year.
Weather topic
Our current spring topic is ‘What is the weather like in the UK?’. We will be beginning our English learning based on the story ‘The Snail and the Whale’ where we will focus on the weather scenes and generate vocabulary to describe the journey through the different weather scenes. In Geography we will label maps, observe and describe daily weather patterns and identify the four compass directions. In Science we will identify the four seasons and the current season and describe some seasonal changes. Please see attached topic web with ideas about our learning opportunities and key vocabulary from this topic. As the term progresses, our topic then moves on to ‘How have toys changed?’
PE 
PE sessions will continue to be on a Monday and Wednesday. Please ensure your child arrives wearing the correct clothing for these days. With the colder weather, it is advisable that your child brings in leggings or warmer tracksuit bottoms to ensure they can continue to learn outside. Children are welcome to wear a longer T-shirt underneath their PE top when the temperature drops. 
Reading
The children need their book bags and reading book with diaries in school every day. Please listen to your child reading regularly to help support their progress in reading. We encourage you to read and re-read the books that children take home to increase their fluency as they begin to pick up any tricky words they found the first time reading. In the classroom, we aim to listen to your child reading individually at least once a week. Please continue to practise the Common Exception Word bookmarks at the back of the reading diaries. These "tricky words" have unusual spellings or letter combinations, making them difficult to sound out. Every term we will add a book mark to the back of reading diaries for children to practise reading. Recognising these words by sight will help children to read more smoothly.


Library 
As well as the reading books already sent home each week matching your child’s reading level, we will continue to send home a library book of your child’s choice. Please ensure that these books are in your child’s book bag every Tuesday so that they can be changed at the appropriate time each week. 
Homework
Homework will continue to be posted on Google Classroom along with paper copies now being sent home.  The homework will include a summary of our maths learning that week and also a list of words related to our phonics learning. Spellings will continue to be set via edshed. We will have a spelling quiz / activities on a Friday morning, so please practise these with your child at home.  

Thank you for your continued support,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Miss Faull & the Hedgehogs’ team. 
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